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After you find a suitable quiet environment with no distractions :

BEFORE READING

· Talk about the cover and appearance of the book.

· Talk about who wrote the book and who drew the pictures.

· What do you think the story will be about ? (clues on front & back).

DURING READING

· Remind your child of the different ways they can work out words

on which they are stuck :

· Sound out each letter ( b e t t e r  = better)

· Read the rest of the sentence to make sense of meaning.
· Use the pictures for clues.

· Find small words in the bigger words (taller).
· Break the word up (com/for/table = comfortable).

IMPORTANT

DO NOT force your child to sound out every word that they struggle with.

Flow (or fluency) is important too as it helps to maintain understanding.

AFTER READING

· Ask your child a few questions about the CONTENT of the story.

· Select a few individual words for meaning.

· Ask if they liked the book, characters, pictures, ……

· Above all, give your child lots of praise/encouragement. Avoid criticism.
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(Try each method for approximately two pages, then start again.)

1. Modelled Reading = Parent (only) reads at a suitable steady pace encouraging

child to listen for fluency, expression and awareness of grammatical

structures  (i.e. pause at commas, raise tone of voice to ask a question….)
2. Paired Reading = Parent & child read together. Parent does not stop if

child is stuck but gradually allows child’s pace to pick up. This helps child

to develop  above-mentioned skills.

3. Individual Reading = child reads alone to allow personal development

and confidence and a chance to put above-mentioned skills into use.

